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OUR MISSION
REGULATE MISSOURI RIVER MAINSTEM RESERVOIRS

ÅPriority: Life and Safety

ÅOperational Decisions: Driven by Annual Runoff Conditions

Water captured in System flood control storage zones each year must be evacuated prior to the 
start of the following yearôs runoff season.

ÅMaster Manual: Storage and release decisions designed significantly around 

Flood Control, Navigation & Water Supply purposes

ÅAuthorized Purposes:

ÅAuthorized Purposes:

Flood Control Navigation Hydropower Water Supply Fish & Wildlife Irrigation Water Quality 

Control

Recreation

HYDROPOWER

NAVIGATIONFLOOD CONTROL WATER SUPPLY

RECREATIONIRRIGATION

WATER QUALITY 

CONTROLFISH & WILDLIFE

ÅFederal Laws:  the Corps complies with all federal laws.
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CURRENT SYSTEM STATUS
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MISSOURI RIVER MAINSTEM SYSTEM

STORAGE ZONES AND ALLOCATIONS

EXCLUSIVE FLOOD CONTROL 7%

PERMANENT 
POOL 24%

ANNUAL FLOOD CONTROL &
MULTIPLE USE 16%

CARRYOVER MULTIPLE
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33.9

WE ARE HERE

Feb 9, 2020 ï56.4
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CURRENT RESERVOIR LEVELS ïFEB 9, 2020

FORT PECK

1.3 feet above base of 
Annual Flood Control Zone.

GARRISON

0.7 feet above base of
Annual Flood Control Zone.

OAHE

0.3 feet above base of 
Annual Flood Control Zone.

FORT RANDALL

1.6 feet below base of
Annual Flood Control Zone. 

2235.3

1607.8

1838.2

1345.4
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CURRENT SYSTEM STATUS (1/16/20)

Å2019 Upper Basin Runoff ï60.9 MAF

ü0.1 MAF below the 2011 Record

ÅAll of the 2019 Flood Water was Evacuated

ÅCurrent System Release ï35,000 cfs

Å98+% of Flood Control Storage is Available.

9



202O OUTLOOK
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2020 SYSTEM OUTLOOK

Å2020 Upper Basin Runoff Forecast

ü36.3 MAF

ü If Realized ï9th Highest on Record

üBased on Current Conditions, Existing Trend, and Outlooks

üWeighted Toward the Lower System Projects

ÅRunoff Forecast is not a Flood Forecast

üTime to Plan not Panic

ÅWill Remain Aggressive
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Source:  National 

Hydrologic Remote 

Sensing Center Center

Plains Snowpack (Feb 9)

SNOWPACK

Mountain Snowpack

Source: USDA, Natural 

Resources 

Conservation Service 
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Missouri River Runoff above Sioux City, IA

2020 Forecast
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ICE EFFECTS ON OPERATIONS
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ICE EFFECTS ON OPERATIONS

ÅIce Turns the Open Channel into a Pipe

üLimits Capacity

ü Increases Stages

üExceeding Iced-In Capacity >>>> Ice Jams/Dams

Normal Pre-Freeze In Freeze-In Phase Post Freeze In Ice Jam Dam

Flow Stage
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ICE IMPACTS AT BISMARCK, ND
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ICE IMPACTS AT BELOW GARRISON DAM
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